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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)

Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  March 31, 2010 

From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN72, Release of Information from 
Department of Veterans Affairs Records.
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

My staff and I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated February 6, 2008 
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated March 28, 2008
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Office of Regulation Policy & Management

Copy Furnished to:

Brian Funaki (041 C/D)

Director, General Administration and Coordination Service

Office of the Budget

(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN72
Title of Regulation: Release of Information from Department of Veterans Affairs Records.
Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking.
Background:  This document proposes to revise Department of Veterans Affairs (VA or Department) regulations governing the confidentiality and release of VA records subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, including the Electronic Freedom of Information Act Amendments of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-231 (October 2, 1996) (E-FOIA Act), and the Openness Promotes Effectiveness in our National Government Act of 2007, Pub. L. No. 110-175, 121 Stat. 2524 (Openness in Government Act). This rulemaking sets forth a mechanism for the public to obtain information from the VA and is intended to maximize public availability of VA records to the extent permitted by law.  Essentially these provisions will consist of restatements of statute, interpretations of statute, interpretations of Executive Orders, and clarification. The proposed amendments also implement the E-FOIA Act, the Openness in Government Act and Executive Branch guidance issued since the regulations were originally published.


Further, this document proposes to delegate authority to the Assistant General Counsel for Professional Staff Group IV for making final Departmental decisions on appeals under the FOIA, the Privacy Act, and 38 U.S.C. 5701 and 5705.  This will simplify decision-making by allowing the highest level individual with direct responsibility for information law subject matter to issue decisions.
Assumptions: This rule will not change the number of FOIA requests filed at VA.

Methodology:  Not Applicable.

Estimated Impact:  We have determined that there are no costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  VA is merely proposing restatements of statute and simplifying departmental decisions on appeals under the FOIA. 
Submitted by:

Name: John Livornese

Title: Director, Records Management Service

Office: Office of Privacy and Records Management

Date: February 6, 2008

(Attachment 2)

Department of

  Memorandum       

Veterans Affairs

Date:   March 28, 2008

From: Deputy Assistant Secretary IT Resource Management (005F) 

Subj:  RIN 2900-AN72, Release of Information from Department of Veterans Affairs 
Records.  
To: 
 Director, Records Management Service

1. The Office of IT Resource Management has reviewed and concurs with the submitted Impact Analysis associated with the Office of Privacy and Records Management’s rulemaking (AN72), regarding the fiduciary program’s incorporation of relevant provisions.  We have determined that there are no benefit costs or savings associated with the rulemaking.  

2. Questions regarding this cost analysis concurrence may be directed to 
Robbie Dawkins, IT Resource Management (005F1).
C.W. Furlow
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