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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the General Counsel					In Reply Refer To: 02REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  April 18, 2014  

From:	Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)

Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP21/WP2013-010, Eligibility for care in Vet Centers

To:	Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment 1):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated March 26, 2014
(Attachment 2):  CFO Concurrence memo, dated April 18, 2014

Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst
Regulation Policy & Management
Office of the General Counsel








(Attachment 1)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP21/WP2013-010

Title of Rulemaking:  Eligibility for care in Vet Centers

Purpose: To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking 

Background: The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend 38 CFR 17.2000 for readjustment counseling currently provided in VA’s Vet Centers to several new groups of veterans and current members of the Armed Forces as outlined in section 727 of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2013, Pub. L. 112-239. In addition to the veterans, servicemembers, and families already eligible to access readjustment counseling services at Vet Centers, section 727 extends eligibility to the following new cohorts:

A. Current members of the Armed Forces who served in any combat theater or area of hostility (previous eligibility was limited to service in Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), and Operation New Dawn (OND). 
B. Any Veteran or current members of the Armed Forces who provided direct emergency medical or mental health care or mortuary services to the casualties of combat operations or hostilities, but who at the time was located outside the theater of combat operations or area of hostilities, and
C. Any Veteran or current members of the Armed Forces who engaged in combat with an enemy of the United States or against an opposing military force in a theater of combat operations or an area at a time during which hostilities occurred in that area by remotely controlling an unmanned aerial vehicle.

Estimated Impact:  We have determined that there are no costs or savings associated with this rulemaking.  Additionally, no FTE or appropriated funding will be required.   

Assumptions/Methodology:  Readjustment Counseling Service was already given additional resources to augment Vet Center staff and services under section 401 of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, Pub. L. 111-163.  This section of PL 111-163 authorized current members of the Armed Forces who served in OEF/OIF/OND eligibility for readjustment counseling at Vet Centers. Therefore, VA anticipates a negligible amount of current active duty servicemembers to request and qualify for Vet Center services under the new criteria listed above in Section A, who did not serve in OEF/OIF/OND. The additional two cohorts above, Sections B and C, also represent a neglible amount of Veterans and servicemembers that would qualify and seek counseling services as a result of this rulemaking.   VA is currently providing readjustment counseling services and has sufficient staff resources to meet the projected new requests for readjustment counseling. 

Submitted by:  Michael Fisher, Readjustment Counseling Service (10RCS) Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC
March 26, 2014 
(Attachment 2)
(Memo also applies to RIN 2900-AP21)
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