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VA 
	
                                  
      U.S. Department 
  of Veterans Affairs


Office of the Secretary					In Reply Refer To: 00REG Washington DC 20420


Date:  June 13, 2018


Subj:	Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP55, Medical care in foreign countries and filing for reimbursement for community care not previously authorized by VA.

	I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact document. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated June 12, 2018


Approved by:
Jeffrey M. Martin
Impact Analyst
Office of Regulation Policy & Management (00REG)
Office of the Secretary








(Attachment)


Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AP55


Title of Regulation:  Medical care in foreign countries and filing for reimbursement for community care not previously authorized by VA.

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 

The Need for the Regulatory Action:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) adopts as final, with no changes, a proposed rule amending its medical regulations related to hospital care and medical services in foreign countries.  We simplified and clarified the scope of these regulations, address medical services provided to eligible veterans in the Republic of the Philippines, and removed provisions related to grants to the Republic of the Philippines that are no longer supported by statutory authority.  VA also amends its medical regulations related to filing claims for reimbursement of medical expenses incurred for VA care not previously authorized.  We provided a 60-day period to receive comments from the public on the proposed changes, and received no comments.  VA adopts the proposed rule as final, with no changes.

Estimated Impact:  VA has determined that there are no transfers or costs associated with this rulemaking.  

Assumptions and Methodology of the Analysis: This rule clarifies and increases the level of understanding of the regulations and removes obsolete sections, it does not change the benefits provided by VA to those Veterans residing in or traveling to the Philippines.  There is no requirement for system change requests or any other additional implementation costs associated with this rulemaking nor will there be a need for additional staffing.  VA is merely updating regulations to accurately reflect the statutory authority and current business processes.

Paperwork Reduction Act:  This rulemaking contains no provisions constituting a collection of information under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3521).

PRA Impact:  No PRA impact. 

Submitted by: Joseph Duran, Director, Policy and Planning, Office of Community Care (10D1A1), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.

Date:  June 12, 2018 
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